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Slovenia is a country where almost every hill is crowned by a 
church, chapel or shrine. In the past, people went on pilgrimages 
on foot, so many routes were created. Some of these are now 
included in Mary’s Pilgrimage Route, which now takes every hiker 
- pilgrim or nature enthusiast - to their chosen destination.

Mary’s Pilgrimage Route connects Slovenian and Croatian places 
of worship dedicated to Saint Mary, including the most important 
pilgrimage sites, such as Ptujska Gora and Sveta gora above 
Bistrica ob Sotli in Slovenia, and Marija Bistrica in Croatia. 
The route is part of the international cultural pilgrimage route of the 
same name connecting Częstochowa (Poland) – Levoča (Slovakia) 
– Mariazell (Austria) – Ptujska Gora and Sveta gora above Bistrica 
ob Sotli (Slovenia) – Marija Bistrica (Croatia). The 409-kilometre 
route in Slovenia and 393 kilometres in Croatia are intended for 
pilgrims, hikers, nature and cultural heritage enthusiasts, and 
anyone who wants to discover new and interesting places. 

In Slovenia, there are two branches of Mary’s Pilgrimage Route leading 
from Mariazell, Austria, to Marija Bistrica, Croatia.

The western branch starts on the Austrian-Slovenian border at Trate 
and includes all Saint Mary’s churches in Zgornja Velka, Jareninski Dol, 
Gorca at Malečnik, Vurberk, Podlehnik, Ptujska Gora all the way to the 
foothills of Donačka Gora, where it continues towards Croatia in three 
sub-branches.
The first and longest sub-branch passes the churches at Ložno, Ljubično, 
Sladka Gora, Šmarje pri Jelšah, Završe pri Grobelnem, Botričnica, 
Kalobje, Dobje pri Planini, Zagorje, Kozje, Podsreda and Svete gore above 
Bistrica ob Sotli.
The second sub-branch follows the Croatian border, passing the churches 
at Tržišče at Rogaška Slatina, Slake at Podčetrtek and Olimje.
The above sub-branches meet at Bistrica ob Sotli, from where the route 
continues towards Croatia’s Marija Bistrica.
The third and shortest sections of the route are from Brezje above Žetale 
to the Slovenian-Croatian border at Gruškovje or further on to Zgornji 
Leskovec. Here the route also continues to Croatia’s Marija Bistrica.

The eastern branch of the Saint Mary’s pilgrimage route begins on the 
Slovenian-Austrian border at Gornja Radgona and continues to the 
Slovenian-Croatian border at Zavrč, or to the border crossing at Zgornji 
Leskovec. The route leads past the churches at Negova, Polenšak and Zavrč 
and continues towards Croatia as far as Marija Bistrica.  

There are 45 checkpoints along the Pilgrimage Route, from which a stamp of 
the route is available. You can collect the stamps in the Pilgrimage Booklet.

A more detailed description of the Route can be found in the Guide Book 
of Mary’s Pilgrimage Route. 

The section of the route in Slovenia connects 30 churches dedicated to 
Mary, of which numerous are pilgrimage sites.
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SVETE GORE above Bistrica ob Sotli
Church of the Mother of God

Mary’s church was first mentioned in 1265. The present-
day early-Baroque building is in the form of a basilica. The 
main altar shows the main events of Mary’s life. But the 
most impressive is Mary’s Throne in the main nave. 
The chapels of St. George and St. Martin are under Mary’s 
church, one of the oldest sacral buildings in Slovenia. 
Higher up, there are chapels of St. Sebastian and St. Fabian 
and a chapel dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Wooden Stations of the Cross made by sculptor Stane Jarm 
in 2000 accompany us on our climb to the church.
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PTUJSKA GORA
Basilica of Our Lady of Mercy

This Mary’s pilgrimage shrine is considered a beautiful 
example of Gothic architecture and one of the most 
beautiful Slovenian cultural monuments. It was supposedly 
erected by the feudal lords of Pettau (Ptuj) at the turn of the 
14th century. 
In 1937, Franciscan Minorite brothers took control of the 
church and have kept it ever since. The relief of Our Lady 
of Mercy with a Cloak once dominated the main entrance, 
but the Jesuits had it moved to the Baroque main altar in 
the 18th century. In 2010, the church was declared Basilica 
of Our Lady of Mercy. An immense Baroque staircase 
leads to the church, watched over by statues of St. John of 
Nepomuk and St. Florian, both works of Joseph Straub from 
the mid-18th century.

ZAGORJE (at Lesično)
Lourdes Cave

Lourdes Cave is situated in a wood at the foothill of a 
natural rock overhang, approximately 250 m south of 
Mary’s Church in Zagorje. An altar was made under 
the overhang, where they placed the statues St. Mary 
of Lourdes and Blessed Bernadette at pilgrimages, and 
performed religious ceremonies, especially vespers. The 
water spring next to the altar is thought to have healing 
properties, especially for the eyes. The cave was completely 
restored in 2011.

ZAGORJE (at Lesično)
Church of Our Lady of Mercy

According to legend, a chapel stood here during the time 
of St. Emma of Gurk. The year 1661 is inscribed above the 
main entrance. At the beginning of the 18th century, Ignaz 
Maria Count of Attems ordered the addition of a presbytery 
and both chapels, had the nave vaulted and painted, and 
reconstructed the oratory. The main altar is dominated by a 
much older statue of Mary. 



LJUBIČNO (above Poljčane)
Church of Our Lady of the Scapular

The pilgrimage church on the ridge on top of the hill 
commonly known as God’s Peak or Nun Mountain was 
commissioned at the end of the 15th century by Dominican 
nuns from the nearby town of Studenice. The main 
attraction is the statue of Mary near the bell tower, which is 
a masterpiece of the Gothic era, carved from stone around 
1420 in a workshop in Ptujska gora. 

SLADKA GORA
Church of Our Lady of the Miraculous

This pilgrimage Church of Our Lady is a supreme Baroque 
masterpiece; its beautiful architecture and rich interior 
place it among the most important cultural monuments in 
the Štajerska region. It was built in place of the previous 
church of St. Margaret in the 18th century. The interior is 
covered by murals made by Franc Jelovšek. The main altar 
attracts the most attention, with its statue of Our Lady of 
the Miraculous in the central niche bathing in magical light. 

GRADIŠČE (Stare gore above Podsreda) 
Church of Mary of Seven Sorrows

Church of Mary of Seven Sorrows was first documented 
in 1347. The present-day building is from the beginning of 
the 15th century. The last item of the original form of the 
interior which can be entered via the stairs is the triangular 
presbytery, where some frescoes were discovered recently. 
The main Late Baroque altar from the second half of the 
18th century held a pieta statue made in a workshop in 
Ptujska gora (the statue can now bee seen in the church in 
Podsreda). St. Anna’s chapel stands above the church and 
the thirteen chapels of the Stations of the Cross built in 
1834 lead to it. 

KALOBJE
Church of the Name of Mary

This large pilgrimage church was built in 1572. A bell tower 
was added in the 17th century. Major reconstruction works 
with vaulted ceilings and modified windows were carried 
out at the beginning of the 18th century. Around 1900, a 
large vestry with an oratory was added. The central niche 
of the altar is adorned with a Baroque statue of Mary and 
has been worshipped for more than two centuries. The 
church is surrounded by the ruins of an oval defensive wall 
with Baroque pillars. 



MALEČNIK
Church of the Virgin Mary on Gorca

Built in 1517, the late Gothic church was fortified by a 
strong wall until 1820. In 1854, the church interior was 
painted by Giacomo Brollo and Tomasso Fantoni with four 
assistants, following a design by the Graz painter Tendler. 
The main altar dates to the 19th century and features an 
older, gracious statue of Mary Help of Christians holding 
the infant Jesus. Fourteen chapels of the Stations of the 
Cross from 1847 lead to Gorca. 

ZGORNJA VELKA
Church of Our Lady of the Snows

The church was built during a period of skin epidemics. At 
that time, a small church was built close to Trate Castle on 
the right side of the Mura River, and named the Church of 
Our Lady of the Snows. The church was demolished during 
the Joseph II reforms in 1788 and a new church on Zgornja 
Velka built from 1789 to 1791. It was declared a pilgrimage 
site in 2009.

BREZJE (above Žetale, Čermožiše)
Church of Our Lady of Mercy

The main reason for building the pilgrimage church of 
Our Lady of Mercy was supposedly the infectious diseases 
ravaging Haloze. Seifred von Eggenberg built this Baroque 
shrine between 1717 and 1725. The lavish altar with Mary’s 
statue is a beautiful gilded masterpiece with carvings 
probably made in the Mersi workshop. 

POLENŠAK
Church of the Visitation

The present pilgrimage church was built between 1621 
and 1633, renovated in the heyday of pilgrimages and 
consecrated again in 1722. The outer appearance of the 
church hints at Baroque roots, but the interior of the 
presbytery still has Gothic elements. A statue of Mary 
holding the infant Jesus surrounded by angels dominates 
the main altar.
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